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For all persons, including family members and individuals of all ages, the poverty rate in
British Columbia fell from 13 percent in 2006 to 11.1 percent in 2007 (from 546,000
people in 2006 to 474,000 in 2007). The overall poverty rate was also the worst of any
province.

First Call is a coalition of provincial, regional and local organizations, communities and
individuals who believe that children and youth should have “first call” on the resources
of government and the community. Child poverty has been a continuing concern because
it affects the health and well-being of children both in the short term and the long term.

First Call has been pushing the BC government to enact legislated requirements to cut
child poverty in half by 2017. Its detailed recommendations include a higher minimum
wage, reasonable rates of social assistance, high-quality and accessible child care, and
more social housing. At the federal level, First Call urges an increase in the Canada
Child Tax Benefit and changes in Employment Insurance to make sure most workers will
get benefits if they lose their jobs.

Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, and Ontario all have legislation committing them
to fighting poverty. Several other provinces are considering similar moves.
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(Editor’s Note: Statistics Canada also made available Wednesday poverty statistics based
on its low income cut-offs before income taxes. The child poverty rate in BC dropped
from 22.3 percent in 2006 to 18.8 percent in 2007, and the number of poor children was
down from 186,000 in 2006 to 156,000 in 2007.)

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact the First Call office in
Vancouver at 604-873-8437:

Julie Norton, Provincial Chairperson
Adrienne Montani, Provincial Coordinator


